Optical resolution of rac-1: rac-1(0.81 g, 2.16 mmol) and cinchonidine (2) (1.27 g, 4.32 mmol) were dissolved in MeOH (120 ml) and the solution was allowed to stand at room temperature for 24 h. The precipitate was filtered to give a 1:2 complex of (R)-(+)-1 of 91% ee and 2 as colorless prisms (0.59 g). Recrystallization of the complex from MeOH gave almost pure 1:2 complex crystals (0.35 g, mp 195-196 °C), which were acidified by using dil. HCl and the mixture was extracted with AcOEt. The organic layer was washed with brine and dried over MgSO 4 . Evaporation of the solvent gave almost optically pure (R)-(+)-1(0.14 g, mp 316-318 °C) of >99% ee in 35% yield. 
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